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UK writerclaimsto have

From ERLEND CLOUSTON
in London

IT WASa
largedomedobject

out of whichtwo
circular,

an-
tennae-ladenrobotsemergedand
attempted

to kidnapa man,tear-

ing his
trousers

— and in doing

so,
propelling

the Scottishtown
of

Livingston
into a hallowed

placein
ufology's

hallof fame.

Oh no it wasnot,says
science

writerSteuart Campbell. What
Robert Taylor actuallysaw on
the morningof November9,
1979,was an

astronomical mirage

which triggered an
hallucinatory

epileptic
fit.

This week Mr Campbell,an
Edinburgh-based former architect,
launches

a bookthathe sayswill
explain90 per centof

sightings

of
UFOs

(unidentified
flyingob-

jects).

What peoplepresumeto be
spyshipsfrom AlphaCentauriare
in realityan opticalillusion,pro-
ducedby the

distorting effectof
the earth's atmosphere

on ligh-
twaves skipping acrossthe uni-
verse.

Mr
Campbell

is
something

of a
professional sceptic.He has pub-
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Loch Ness monsterand has an-

otheron the stocks
scrutinising

Jesus Christ.He evolvedthe
astronomicalmiragetheorywhile

investigating

the incident in a
wood northof

Livingston,
16km

outsideEdinburgh.
No-onehas so far comeup

with an
explanation

for what
happened to Mr Taylor,agreed

by
everybody

to be a
perfectly

level-headedforemanforesternot
givento hoaxing.

Livingston development corpo-
rationwas sufficientlyconvinced

that something queerhad gone
on to authorisethe

installation

of

a commemorative boulder and
plaque,sincestolen.

Horizon

Having scrutinisedan astro-
nomicalcomputerprogram,Mr
Campbelldiscovered that both
Venusand Mercurywere hover-

ing justabovethe
horizon.

Could therehave been a con-
nection?After makingcomplex
optical calculations, faithfullyre-
cordedin his book,Mr Campbell

has
concluded

thatwhatMr Tay-
lor saw was probablya

miniature

Venus,out of whichemerged
miniature Mercurys.

The shocktriggeredan epileptic

fit, causingthe foresterto mistake
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his cornealfibres for antennaeon
robots,and to fall down and
damagehis trousers.

Astronomicalmiragesare de-
pendent, says Mr Campbell, aged

57, on a varietyof
pre-conditions.

Theyrely,for
example,

on a layer

of warmair
overlaying

a cold
one.As thisflits aboutthe atmo-

sphere,so doesthe
magnified

im-
age

projected

on to it from
millionsof milesaway,persuad-

ing alarmedearthmenthat they
are

witnessing

a
top-class display

of extra-terrestrial aerobatics.

Mr
Campbell'stheoryhas had

a mixedreception
fromthe UFO-

hunting community, who have
heardhim lectureon the

subject.

"It is
convincing

to a point,and
I do believethese miragescould
exist,but it

stretches
the

imagina-

tion somewhatto have
everything

explained by this hypothesis,"

saidPhilip Mantle,directorof in-
vestigations

for the BritishUFO
Research Association.

Mr Campbellsighs,"Mostof
themdon't believein me. They
are

incredulous

thatit can be so
easily explained."

But this does
not

particularly

upsethim,as he
has biggerfishto fry."Thebook

is not reallyaimedat them,but
at the scientific community."

Mr Taylor,now aged75, is
sceptical

of the
sceptic.

"I can as-
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sureyou thatVenushad nothing

to do withit.I am prettycertain

thatwhatI saw was the real
thing,a vehiclefrom outer
space.

— The Guardian


